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plain even to the most unintelligent. But in the very
early days of the Revolution, while many Socialists were
still in the stage of taking it for granted that the Entente
would automatically stop the blockade, and no one had
the remotest conception that it would be continued
month after month, it seemed an equally natural
suggestion to talk of taking in hand the many operations
which had been neglected during the war* At the
Conference of the German States, which was the first
semi-constitutional body summoned by the united
efforts of the new Governments, Ebert's opening state-
ment on November 25th included the remark that to
provide employment must be one of the most important
aims of the new authorities : " the liberty which has been
secured would be worthless without bread or employ-
ment/' More definite, though of course never remotely
within the range of being carried out, was Kurt Eisner's
announcement at Munich that the first project of the new
political order was to carry out the great scheme for
draining the Walchen Lake* With sarcasm he asked
how many powerful bourgeois governments had not
deferred the necessary work again and again; what all
bourgeois governments had been too feeble to do, that
the young revolutionary Government would begin, and
immediately* Now there was a certain undercurrent of
irony in choosing a canal-cutting scheme as a first piece
of work, because it was just on such a big canal scheme
that the far-famed autocratic Prussian Government with